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New nursing
home for
dementia
patients in
the works

‘I found my feet only at 36.’
Former muay thai boxer Jeremy Jude’s decade-long
dream to win a title fizzled out but he found his calling
teaching the martial art | C2&3

Alexandra Health
Campus boundary

A new nursing home with an estimated 458 beds, and easy access to
the adjacent Rail Corridor, will be
built in Alexandra Hospital’s
grounds as part of plans to make
medical services more accessible
by co-locating healthcare facilities.
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home site
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Drive

There is a pressing need for the international community to deepen
cooperation ahead of the next pandemic, Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong told his counterparts from
more than 50 nations on Friday.
This includes working together
to raise public health preparedness and response capabilities at
the country level, he said during
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting held in Kigali,
the capital of Rwanda.
He noted how Covid-19 has highlighted gaps in how the world responds to such global health challenges, from tracking the spread of
the virus to providing support to
the developing world.
“There is much more that we
need to do together to improve our
pandemic preparedness. Including the reform of the World Health
Organisation – amongst others, to
develop an effective international
surveillance system to detect the
emergence and spread of new
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pathogens and viruses,” he said.
PM Lee noted that in many developing countries, people are still
not sufficiently vaccinated against
the coronavirus.
“Logistical constraints and challenges in public health responses
have made it difficult for these
countries to actually deliver shots
into arms,” he said.
He acknowledged that resolving
such issues takes years of patient
effort, but stressed that work has
to begin now. “We must therefore
start now to build capacity and get
ourselves better prepared for the
next pandemic. This is an important area for international cooperation,” he said.
While the situation appears to be
more stable, the crisis is not over,
he stressed.
He held up two multilateral efforts that he said closed some gaps
in the global response to the current pandemic.
First is the Covax initiative,
which brings together governments and manufacturers to provide greater access to vaccines for
developing countries.
Second is the Group of 20 HighLevel Independent Panel to improve financing of pandemic preparedness and response, which
PM Lee said has catalysed broad
recognition of the need for more
proactive and effective global governance.
While Covid-19 has exposed the
weakness of global supply chains
and shaken countries’ confidence
in globalisation, PM Lee cautioned
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Designed for residents with moderate to severe dementia, the
home will be flanked by a green
space, according to tender documents seen by The Sunday Times.
On June 13, Health Minister Ong
Ye Kung said MOH plans to increase the number of nursing
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Facility with dementia-friendly design ready
by end-2027 in Alexandra Hospital’s grounds
The home, to be built on a 0.55ha
site, will form part of the larger
13.1ha Alexandra Health Campus
in Queenstown, Singapore’s first
health district, and is slated for
completion by end-2027.
The authorities said last year that
Queenstown had been selected to
pioneer an integrated town design
that will support residents to lead
healthy and fruitful lives.
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against protectionism and economic policies that lead to greater
economic fragmentation that
leaves everyone worse off.
He said that for a time, supplies
of items such as personal protective equipment, and ingredients
for Covid-19 tests and even vaccines, were disrupted. Some governments intervened to override
private contracts and the normal
operation of the free market when
faced with an emergency, he
added.
This meant that suppliers could
not fulfil their promised deliveries
– an experience which PM Lee said
has shaken countries’ confidence
in globalisation.
“Countries are now emphasising
self-sufficiency, moving from justin-time production to just-in-case
precautions. Such a response is understandable, but we must be very
careful not to take it to extremes,
or to become protectionist,” he
said.
It is impossible for any country
to produce everything it needs by
itself, and PM Lee warned how excessive “on-shoring” or “friendshoring” – which refers to trade
with only countries that have similar values or institutions – could result in economic fragmentation.
“We should not abandon the pursuit of win-win economic cooperation and inter-dependence,” he
said. “Instead, we must work towards a more resilient form of globalisation.”
harizbah@sph.com.sg

home beds in Singapore to more
than 31,000 over the next decade
– up from 16,200 in 2020 – to cater
to the nation’s ageing population.
The ministry already has plans to
add about 5,000 nursing home
beds by 2025.
In 2020, then Health Minister

Gan Kim Yong announced that the
first phase of the hospital’s redevelopment was slated for completion
by 2030. The hospital had said
then that its site boundary would
be expanded to be closer to the Stirling estate and Queensway.
A masterplan for the campus in
the tender documents shows the
proposed boundary of the nursing
home, as well as a new road network and division of land parcels.
MOH, Alexandra Hospital and
the National Heritage Board told
The Sunday Times yesterday that a
heritage study for the site – a former British military hospital dating to the late 1930s – has been ongoing since last year.
They added that the hospital will
remain operational during redevelopment, and that its redevelopment
will strengthen its link with the community through its role as part of the
Queenstown health district.
MOH in the tender documents
said the home will be under the
build-own-lease model, where
MOH funds the home’s construction
and tenders out its operating rights.
The documents state the home’s
capacity is subject to changes during its design phase, and also spell
out design requirements that consultants should abide by.
“Wandering is a common behaviour in people with dementia,” it
said, adding that the home’s layout
“should encourage safe and purposeful wandering as part of dementia-friendly design”.
The ministry said the home will
be linked to adjacent buildings
within the campus via a bridge.

More than 90 four-bed rooms are
planned, as well as 28 single-bed
rooms. There will also be beds in a
haze shelter room and isolation
rooms.
Assistant Professor Cynthia
Chen of the National University of
Singapore’s (NUS) Saw Swee Hock
School of Public Health said the accommodation options can be more
dementia-friendly as residents are
able to form small, socially manageable groups.She added that given
dementia patients’ different care
needs, the new nursing home is a
timely addition as many beds in existing homes are not specifically
catered for patients with dementia.
Associate Professor Fung John
Chye, deputy director at NUS’ Centre for Sustainable Asian Cities,
said that while it is not the largest
nursing home here, the proposed
home will be much larger than
most of the existing ones, which
mostly have 300 beds or fewer.
Prof Fung, who leads research in
ageing, healthcare and sustainable
cities, added that co-locating a
nursing home in a health campus is
beneficial as its elderly residents
would need clinical or rehabilitative care on a regular basis.
The co-location “allows the hospital to pilot innovative approaches in delivering care while
potentially reducing the demand
for hospital beds, especially if a patient can be cared for at the nursing home”, he said.
kenggene@sph.com.sg
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2 dead in Norway after suspected terrorist attack

Police securing an area in central Oslo, Norway, yesterday after shootings in which two people were killed and at
least 21 others wounded. Police are treating the shootings as a terrorist attack. They said a suspect, a Norwegian
national of Iranian descent, has been arrested. PHOTO: AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE SEE WORLD • A12

HK • Xi to visit
city to mark
25th anniversary
of handover

Chinese President Xi Jinping will
visit Hong Kong to mark the city’s
25th anniversary of its handover
from Britain to China, in his first
known trip outside of the Chinese mainland since the Covid-19
outbreaks began.
Mr Xi will also attend the swearing-in ceremony of Hong Kong’s

next chief executive John Lee,
who replaces Mrs Carrie Lam on
July 1.
President Xi has not left China
since January 2020, when he
went to Myanmar for a state
trip.
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